
  
  
GREATER ESSEX COUNTY DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD    
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  

 
The Special Education Advisory Committee meeting was held on May 14, 2024, at the Administration 
Building, 451 Park Street W., Windsor, ON. 

 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Tim McCarthy, Autism Ontario 
Kim McKinley, Trustee 
Mary-Ann Fuduric, Learning Disabilities Association of Windsor-Essex County 
Martha Vukov, Community Living Essex County 
Chelsey Lackovic, Windsor Council of Home and School Association 
Sarah Yang, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder/Ontario Network of Expertise 
Joanna Conrad, Windsor-Essex Down Syndrome Association 
Nancy Armstrong, Trustee 
 
BOARD PERSONNEL IN ATTENDANCE 





C. Mills presented the findings of the Equitable Access and Effective Support for 
Students: Program Review of the Reaching Individual Success and Excellence (RISE) 
Program conducted by York University G. Parekh, K. Underwood (Metropolitan 
University), A. Allen (University of Windsor), N. Ineese-Nash (Metropolitan University), 
M. Kyaga, R. Collis and A. Gordon.  Please refer to the presentation attached. 
 
Mr. Mills welcomed questions and feedback from the committee members to take back 
to the Senior Team for further discussion. 
 
SEAC Members feedback: 
¶ Common concern RISE track limits opportunity.  D



¶
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Interpretation	of	and	response	to	findings:

From	our	interviews	and	focus	groups	with	participants,	it	is	clear	that	the	RISE	
program	is	overwhelmingly	valued	by	the	community.	We	heard	from	many	
participants	that	students	were	receiving	important	supports	through	the	RISE	
program	and	that	educators	were	able	to	engage	in	effective	pedagogical	practices.	
However,	we	also	uncovered	some	important	structural	concerns	that	warrant	
further	investigation	and	attention.	As	such,	our	findings	are	nuanced	and	any	
response	to	this	report	must	ensure	that	it	centres	the	best	interest	of	the	child.





EXAMINING	THE	EFFECTIVENESS	OF	RISE	FOR	STUDENT	
ACHIEVEMENT	(Interview/Focus	Group	data)

3. Mixed	Results	Reported	for	Students’	Academic	Skills	and	Achievement	in	RISE.
• 9"! ;)8)241 '#5+'0)*4+?#3&'3#,)3,#4.3#1+4@+'0#)A1)(3'3/4%,#'%-#-4(.0)%3,#

',,),,0)%3B#1)-'@4@/('2#,3+'3)@/),B#+)14+3/%@#1+'(3/(),#'%-#3/0)2/%),#54+#3&)#





!"#$%&'()'*&+,-"./01"2'3&-4&&/'5%,6&'7'8'9:';/#+"01'<.$%0&0='>"%0-',/6'+,0-'
-,?&/='@-$6&/-'A/>.%B,-"./'@C0-&B='5%,6&'9:'0-$6&/-0'DE$/&':F:GH

Academic Applied Locally Developed Overall





!"#$%&'L) !"%0-'5%,6&'7';/#+"01'<.$%0&'-.'3&'M.B2+&-&6',M%.00'2%.#%,B0='
@-$6&/-'A/>.%B,-"./'@C0-&B='@-$6&/-0'"/'5%,6&'9:'D:F::N:GH'



!"#$%&'O) !"%0-'5%,6&'7'K,-1'<.$%0&'-.'3&'M.B2+&-&6',M%.00'2%.#%,B0='@-$6&/-'
A/>.%B,-"./'@C0-&B='@-$6&/-0'"/'5%,6&'9:'D:F::N:GH'

RISE IEP Only IPRC+IEP Gifted

Students
Outside of

Special
Education

Overall
System

Locally Developed Math 81.32% 16.02% 24.58% 0.00% 7.09% 13.07%
Applied Math 8.79% 41.99% 41.25% 0.00% 19.42% 21.20%
Academic Math 0.00% 38.67% 24.17% 100.00% 65.27% 55.72%
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EXAMINING	PATHWAYS	WHILE	CONTROLLING	FOR	
ACHIEVEMENT
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Academic
Math Applied Math Locally

Developed MAPS OSSD Grad
in 4 yrs

OSSC Grad
in 4 yrs

OUAC/OCA
S OCAS No PSE

IEP Only 0.0% 62.5% 0.0% 0.0% 54.2%



RISE	AND	THE	WORK	OF	FAMILIES	AND	EDUCATORS	
(Interview/Focus	Group	data)

9.	RISE	perceived	as	‘only	option’	for	support.
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10.	Families	are	engaging	in	extensive	labour	and	conecting to	external	services	to	
support	their	children
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Guidance around system change

Depending	on	how	the	GECDSB	chooses	to	respond	to	the	findings	and	





Additional recommendations for broader system change

• Consider	a	co-teaching	model	with	shared	leadership
• Foster	collaborative	practices	across	educational	settings
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